
Hanover County Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) 
December 3, 2018  

Minutes 
Members Present
Corey Allen Aleisha Miles Christie Sumner 
Jaime Goodloe Amy Newby Allison Thurman 
Chris Goodloe Jennifer Rice Robert Todd 
Regina Hodges Jennifer Robinson Terese Urban 
Caroline Kistler Alexa Rountree 
Jennifer Lee Bethany Sizemore 

Absent: Laura Lunsford, Lisa Lunsford, Hank Foley, Kim Fennelly, Candice Ramsey 

Consultants Present 
Karen Akom Kelly Jones 
Megan Astroski Maggie Sculthorpe 
Stuart Bernstein Charles Stevens 
Diane Brown Shellie Waldron 
Christina Finke Kristen Wilken 
Jennifer Greif  Lauran Zeigler 
Sue Jeantheau 

Absent: Marla Coleman 

Call to Order  
Meeting called to order at 7:02 p.m. EST by Allison Thurman. 

Allison Thurman, SEAC Chair: 
● Welcome and thanks to HCPS for sponsoring interpreters
● Introduced Terese Urban f

Terese Urban, SEAC Member: Facilitating presentation from Eric Raff 
● Defining inclusion
● Public Law = IDEA

○ Discussion about LRE (least restrictive environment)
■ regular classroom setting where fully involved
■ challenging for deaf children → communication differences
■ various technology available

● Sharing personal story about having a hearing impairment himself
○ labeled as “mentally retarded” versus being diagnosed as deaf (late 1970s)
○ Raised oral; received therapy through Easter Seals where he learned how to speak and

read lips but no one taught him how to hear (used hearing aids)
○ Reading lips isn’t an exact science → “I love you” vs. “An Island View”
○ His school experience: no assistance, surrounded by hearing individuals,

daydreamed/didn’t pay attention
■ Mother explained importance of him sitting at front of classroom to teachers,

but he lost all info when teachers turned backside to her (unable to read lips
and see facial expressions)

■ He became an avid reader (did this on his own, not because of school).
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■ In high school, teachers mostly lectured, and he missed so much. His parents

videotaped the lectures, and they worked together 2-3 hours each night to learn
it.

■ Graduated with a “B” average. He didn’t know what he would do after high
school.

○ He visited Gallaudet University and was impressed with beauty of campus and how
smart the students were; observed involvement among students, staff, and faculty. GU
provided resources for her! He found his circle at GU.

○ After his experience at GU, he realized how very necessary all of these resources are for
hearing impaired individuals.

Film Screening: The Silent Child 
Terese: Views expressed at the end of the film do not express those of HCPS or anyone other than the 
film’s producers. 

D/HH Inclusion Panel 
Terese: Introductions and thanks to Allison, Diane/HCPS, Panelists (esp from GU), audience member, 
and daughter, Veda. See biographies. 

● Quick intros
○ Veda Urban, D/HH student, HCPS
○ Eric Raff, Director, Virginia Department for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
○ Michelle Whaley, Assistant Principal, Beaverdam Elementary School, HCPS
○ Katie Teller, Itinerant Teacher of the Deaf/HH Students, HCPS
○ Dr. Thomas Horejes, Associate Provost of Student Success & Academic Quality,

Gallaudet University
○ Dr. Beth Benedict, Executive Director for Undergraduate Admissions and Outreach,

Gallaudet University
○ Hunter Martin, D/HH student, CCPS

● QUESTION: How do you define inclusion?
○ ANSWERS:

■ Veda: everyone is included no matter what; one example is her interpreters put
up ways to sign different things in the school

■ Michelle: all students are full and accepted into their learning community
■ Katie: regardless of communication modality or technology or level of loss, still

provide access and opportunity in GE class
■ Eric: included in all….communication be the choice of the student 
■ Thomas: depends on many factors; for local level, access to language with

colleagues, discussions without needing an interpreter. Communication access
is critical. On other levels, it means being able to work with society and be apart
of it - not feeling like a second class citizen or feeling less than. Like the girl in
the movie, she should be able to participate in society and on her own terms.

■ Beth: Going to make my answer brief. I had essential learning in my classroom
thanks to sign language. I was able to pick up that world knowledge. I can go
anywhere and have access. At NYU, I did not feel inclusive; I had no incidental
learning and, maybe for the first time, realized I was deaf. How do we define
normalcy? Maybe that’s the question. I fit in the hearing world because I had
competence from the beginning. It’s perspective.
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■ Hunter: I grew up in a mainstream public school and had a teacher who could

communicate via sign language. I had the support I needed in elementary
school. Middle school was more difficult.

● QUESTION: What is biggest barrier face at school being deaf?
○ ANSWERS:

■ Veda: When I’m in a noisy room where I can’t see the speaker very well.
■ Hunter: I get really frustrated when kids my age are in a group talking, and I

don’t really know what they’re saying. It’s awkward using my interpreter, and
it’s hard to make new friends.

● QUESTION: What are the biggest barriers to inclusion for students who are HOH/deaf and what
suggestions do you have to overcome these barriers?

○ ANSWERS:
■ Eric: Well, that’s a loaded question. There’s no simple answer. Maybe the

limited resources for students who are D/HH. Critical mass would be a vision to
break down those barriers.

■ Thomas: Everyday, I have a completely different answer for that question.
Mainstreamed deaf children feeling labeled and disabled. Person-first! The
deafness is like a robe they wear. There is a negative connotation to deafness,
and that is a huge barrier. People don’t see ability, they see disability. They hear
and see the interpreter and disconnect from us, the person. Hearing parents -
their identity is in a hearing world. It’s hard for them to step out of that and
learn through the eyes of the deaf community (disconnect from hearing
community).

■ Beth: It changes yearly. To sum up barriers, when you think about the medical
world, doctors are the first people that parents meet when they have a baby
who is deaf. The medical students are focused on the deaf-related issues, and
they only see a small window. Medical env is influencing the family. What is the
best communication for each child? Present options in full, research in full,
showing proof sign language doesn’t hurt speech development at all. These
things don’t have to be a barrier. Deaf children’s intelligence level is based on
their ability to speak. Worth and value are not measured on the ability to speak!
GU is a safe place for students who may not know how to sign.

■ Michelle: Education - learning more about this process. Small population of
D/HH children.

■ Katie: We have 63 children who are D/HH. 50% of them have additional
disabilities, so that adds another barrier. The biggest thing we do is working
together as a team because each student has individual needs. We work with all
of the staff members and the families, who are a very important part of the
process. The choice that works for that child is the choice for them, and that
could change over time.

● QUESTION: Hunter, as a user of ASL both receptively (understanding what someone is
communicating to you) and expressively (meaning you use ASL to communicate to other),
please tell us what has worked well for you and your school regarding inclusion in respect to ASL
being your primary mode of communication.

○ ANSWER: “Love having my interpreter. I can’t take notes because I have to look at my
interpreter. I have to be able to watch in order to follow what they’re saying.”
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● QUESTION: Veda, as a user of ASL receptively, please tell us why it’s important for you to have

an ASL interpreter at school with you?
○ ANSWER: “Harder to hear when I’m in a noisy room. My interpreter translates spoken

words into sign language for me.”
● QUESTION: What are your thoughts / suggestions about including American Sign Language as a

foreign language option for high school students or offering it as an after-school club for
elementary age children to not only benefit d/hh students, but children with other disabilities
that could benefit from a visual language? What ideas do you have for increased acceptance by
Virginia universities of ASL as qualifying as a foreign/world language?

○ ANSWERS:
■ Eric: In VA, already passed a law recognizing ASL in foreign language curriculum.

Passing another law where universities will accept ASL as a FL. ASL classes not
often found in high schools; not many teachers available. Community colleges
may offer them. ASL is unbelievable beneficial for many people with disabilities
b/c easier to express themselves through gestures. Tactil SL is for blind/deaf.

■ Thomas: I don’t know why anyone wouldn’t want to learn ASL b/c it’s fun,
exciting, visual, and it’s the fastest growing language in education throughout
the U.S. It’s the 3rd most commonly used language (English, Spanish). It is
beneficial b/c individuals can then access the world. More often than not, have
teachers who are not qualified or certified.

■ Beth: we have to make sure ASL has equal respect as the spoken languages.
Teachers have to be certified and qualified.

● QUESTION: Hunter, please share with us one accommodation that you love having in place at
school?

○ ANSWER: “Love having my interpreter. I can chat with my friends, follow my teacher.
I’m a bit lost without them. It’s access, it makes it comfortable.”

● QUESTION: Veda, please tell us what you do at the Beaverdam ASL Club and why it’s so
important to you?

○ ANSWERS:
■ Veda: I am the co-teacher, which means I help teach ASL. We do activities

together. It’s important b/c my friends can communicate better with me at
school.

■ Michelle: Like Veda said, she’s our co-teacher. It’s been very successful and only
been doing it since beginning of October. 27 kids signed up! 31 signed up for
second semester, so we’ll have to figure out the most manageable way to
handle that size of a group. We’ve seen it in the hallways, too.

Q&A from Audience 
● [NAME, member of the public], Sophomore at RMC - hope to teach phys and latin in HS. What 

do you want future teachers to know about students who are d/hh?
○ ANSWERS:

■ Katie: There are resources in your school - reach out and find them! If you can’t 
find them, administrators will help you reach out across the state.

■ Thomas: All the kids look up to you, doesn’t matter that you’re hearing. As a 
teacher, you need different approaches. Every student learns differently. Want 
to empower deaf students as much as possible. Teachers want to take control
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and help but can’t always protect them though. Teachers never had me stand in 
front of the classroom and talk about my deafness. 

■ Beth: Deaf students need to be role models, esp with hearing peers. My mom
never saw any deaf people before she was 15 years old. That deaf role model is
imperative. School systems have resources; there are often deaf outreach
services. GU has resources for adults and children in mainstream settings. Deaf
students are visual learners; they learn with their eyes - so many hearing
teachers forget that.

● Jayne Ardy (Member of the Public): What is the responsibility so teachers understand how to
teach deaf students inclusively?

○ ANSWERS:
■ Eric: Interviews - need to bring in a professional, qualified ASL interpreter. Don’t

hire someone who learned from a book. Use professionals in community.
■ Thomas: Deaf children know what’s best for them. Look at Veda - she knows

what she needs. Kids should be involved in their IEP. Children is at the center of
it - empower them for their needs.

● [NAME, member of the public]: Older daughter working on degree in ECSE (Early Childhood
Special Education). Are there incentives to encourage future teachers to learn ASL? If not, how
do we put incentives in place?

○ ANSWER:
■ Michelle: I don’t know of any incentives besides diversifying self in SPED.

● Miscellaneous
○ Beth: I left materials on back table for MS and HS students. Please share them!

Terese Urban: Thank you! Gifts for panelists. 

Public Comment 
● Rachel Hockman, Hanover Co resident and parent of children who are h/dd: We are blessed to

live in a county with so many resources for our children. Without our teacher, I wouldn’t be
incredible, rock star parent I am today. Children have been mainstreamed since 13 weeks old.
Thank you Hanover County!

● Allison Thurman: Thank you to Hanover County. The 3 interpreters here are nationally certified.

Announcements 
● HCPS School Board signed the Inclusive Schools Week Proclamation

○ Kicked off this week. This is monumental for the school board.
● DEEJ screening (December 6, 2018 at Hanover High School

○ Won a Peabody Award; 70 minute film followed by a Q&A.
● Takeover Tuesday → HCPS Facebook

● Virginia Department of Education Inclusive Practices Partnership Project
○ HCPS won the grant (John Gandy ES) with their videos on inclusion.

● Down Syndrome Association of Greater Richmond (DSAGR): From PossAbilities to
Practical Applications Conference

○ Dr. Paula Kluth, inclusive educator, is the keynote speaker; transition track; open
to all disabilities

○ First Saturday of February (2/2/19).
● PEATC listserv

https://www.boarddocs.com/vsba/hcpsva/Board.nsf/Public
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hn9baH9Bl3c8xF2cq-GNnFxIPZk3hlwE/view?usp=sharing
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/iep_instruct_svcs/inclusive/index.shtml
https://dsagr.org/educate/conferences/
https://dsagr.org/educate/conferences/
https://dsagr.org/educate/conferences/
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○ If signed up last month, may be getting an email.

● UDL Video on YouTube

Review and Approval of October 2018 Minutes - SKIPPED in interest of time 

Subcommittee Updates - SKIPPED in interest of time 

Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn from Christie Sumner, seconded by Jennifer Lee. The meeting adjourned at 8:44p.m. 
EST.  

https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0snRrmtiQ4oEzT-d_mH98Cjo_yRexp85Qfa5hbYFPD9wR5S7ja0npOVxk&v=bVdPNWMGyZY
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